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09 Why This Matters?

e 90.63% of content gets zero traffic from
Google (Ahrefs).

e Many high-authority sites lose rankings
due to technical SEO mistakes, not poor

content.

e Fixing these issues improves crawl
efficiency, indexing, and organic traffic.

& Let's fix these step by step!
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Hidden Ranking Killers in
Technical SEO

Think your site is perfect? Think again!

Even well-optimized sites can suffer from:

¥ Crawl budget waste — Google spends time on unimportant pages.
¥ JavaScript rendering issues — Google can’t see your content.

¥ Unoptimized internal linking — Wasting ranking potential.

B Example:
A high-traffic Saas site lost 40% of organic clicks overnight. The cause?

A mistaken robots.txt rule blocked Google from crawling key service pages.
A canonical misconfiguration pointed all blog posts to the homepage.

@ Fix:
Bl Run an SEO crawl (Screaming Frog, Sitebulb) to find indexing issues.
2! Check Google Search Console > Coverage Report for blocked pages.

8] Use Google’s URL Inspection Tool to confirm correct indexing.
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JavaScript Rendering

Google relies on two waves of indexing:

@ Issue:

W First pass: HTML content is indexed instantly.
12l Second pass: JavaScript-rendered content is indexed days/weeks later.
X If Google can't render your JavasScript, your content won't rank.

B Example:

A SaaS dashboard tool had no organic traffic for key landing pages. After
debugging:

e The entire content was hidden in JavaScript.
e Google saw a blank page because rendering was delayed.

N FiX:

® Use server-side rendering (SSR) — Next.js, Nuxt.js for pre-rendered pages.
M Pre-render content using Rendertron or Puppeteer.
M Test with Google’s URL Inspection Tool to see what Google actually sees.

@ Impact:

Switching to SSR improved Google’'s crawl rate by 5X and doubled organic
impressions in 2 months.
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Crawl Budget Waste

@ |ssue:

Google allocates a limited number of crawls per site. If your site wastes
crawl budget on:

Thin or duplicate pages
Unoptimized faceted navigation (e.g., ?color=red, ?size=L)
Unimportant pages (login, cart, filter pages)

.. then your most important pages won't get indexed fast.

B Example:

A 100,000-page e-commerce site noticed that new products took 2+
weeks to appear on Google.
e 75% of the crawl budget was wasted on pagination URLs (?page=2, ?
page=3).
e Key category and product pages were rarely crawled.

A\~ Fix:
¥ Use robots.txt to block faceted URLs (Disallow: [*?color=).
¥ set canonical tags on filter pages (rel="canonical" to main category).

¥ Improve internal linking to prioritize important pages.

@ Impact:

After removing unnecessary URLs from the crawl queue, Google indexed
new products within 48 hours instead of 2+ weeks.
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Unoptimized Internal
Linking &’

@ Issue:

Many websites:

Rely too much on navigation menus instead of contextual
internal links.

Have orphan pages (pages with zero internal links).

Use nofollow on internal links (which wastes PageRank).

& Example:

A B2B SaaS company had 200+ in-depth blog posts but traffic was
plateauing.
e Key product pages were not internally linked from high-ranking
blog posts.
e Most internal links pointed to low-value pages (privacy policy,
careers).

A\ Fix:

¥ Use content-based linking (e.g., guide pages linking to feature
pages).
M Add internal links from high-traffic pages to underperforming

pages.
M Cluster related content with topic hubs.

M Impact:

By redistributing internal link equity, key product pages jumped
from page 3 to page 1 within 4 weeks.
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Poor Hreflang
Implementation §

@ |ssue:

If you serve content in multiple languages, improper hreflang tags can:
Send users to the wrong language version.
Confuse Google, leading to de-indexing of certain versions.
Create duplicate content issues across regions.

B Example:

A global Saas platform lost 80% of UK traffic after launching a US version.

e US pages were ranking in Google UK instead of UK versions.
e Hreflang tags were missing mutual references (x-default was set incorrectly).

A\ Fix:

¥ Ensure bi-directional hreflang links (Page A links to B, B links back to A).

M Use Google’s Hreflang Testing Tool to validate implementation.

¥ Avoid country-based IP redirects (Google may not see the correct version).

@ Impact:

Fixing hreflang tags recovered 60% of lost traffic in 2 months.
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Core Web Vitals & Page
Speed Issues

@ [ssue:

Google ranks faster websites higher. If your Core Web Vitals are
poor, your rankings will suffer.

2 Common Page Speed Killers:
JavaScript blocking rendering (main-thread execution delay).
Excessive DOM elements slowing down rendering.
Render-blocking fonts delaying First Contentful Paint (FCP).

B Example:

A fintech blog had an LCP (Largest Contentful Paint) of 5.3s,
tanking rankings.

A Fix:
¥ Defer JavaScript (<script defer>).

¥ Preload hero images & fonts (rel="preload").
¥ Reduce DOM size by removing excessive nesting.

Impact:

LCP improved from 5.3s  1.6s, leading to a 20% increase in
organic traffic.
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Improper Pagination & Thin
Content Issues

@ |ssue: Pagination using ?page=2, ?page=3 creates thin
content and index bloat.

B Example: A real estate website had thousands of
paginated pages indexed, leading to poor crawl
efficiency.

™ Fix:

e Use rel="next” and rel="prev" tags (even though
Google deprecated them, they still help for user
navigation).

o

e Ensure paginated pages link to high-value pages, not
just the next page.

e Consolidate paginated content into strong category

pages.
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Incorrect Canonical Tag
Implementation

@, |ssue: Canonicals conflict with the actual page
content, confusing search engines.

B Example: A fintech blog had canonical tags
pointing to their homepage, causing their blog
pages to drop out of Google’s index.

M Fix:
e Ensure self-referencing canonicals for main
pages.
e Avoid canonicalizing paginated pages
incorrectly.
e Test with Google’s URL Inspection Tool.
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Thank you

Save & Share this if you
found it valuable

|

e Hit LIKE dg (It fuels my motivation!)

e Drop acomment with “@” if you’re ready
to leverage educational content.

e Follow me Vinay Upadhyay A - Daily SEO
Insights to keep you ahead.
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